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What Are Adjustable Pedestals?

Adjustable Pedestals are a system that  
enables the laying of large format outdoor 
tiles and paving slabs without the need for 
grout and adhesive.  

Adjustable Pedestals are what is known 
as a ‘suspended system’, meaning that no  
mechanical fixings are involved and 
the weight of the tiles or slabs hold  
everything in place (thus negating the need for  
permanent fixing with adhesives).  

The pedestals are designed with a telescopic 
stem which is wound up and down to achieve 
a completely flat upper paving surface.  
Changes to height can be made whilst the 
slab is in place, saving a great deal of time 
and labour.  

Benefits of using Adjustable Pedestals to  
install large format outdoor tiles include 
the creation of a void beneath the paved/
tiled surface which allows rainwater to run  
between and under the slabs. This  
ensures that there is no standing water left 
on the surface, improving health & safety by  
making surface less slippery. 

In addition, the cavity that is created by 
the tiles being suspended allows pipes,  
cabling ducts, and drainage channels to be  
accommodated and tucked away out of 
sight. A further advantage of using this  
suspended system is that tiles and slabs 
can easily be reconfigured or removed  
completely as they are not permanently fixed 
with adhesive and grout.  

Ideal for roof terraces, patios, and  
verandas, Adjustable Pedestals allow slab 
tiles to be fitted up to the threshold level on 
roof decks or terraces without any risk of  
flooding. The 2.2mm positioning lugs create 
a gap between each slab tile which allows  
rainwater to pass between and beneath 
them. The lugs also provide a clear paving 
line, so the slab tiles can be laid in a straight 
line extremely quickly and easily.

Constructed from injection moulded  
polypropylene, Adjustable Support  
Pedestals have weight tolerance of 400kg per 
unit and the strength and consistency have been  
tested in the laboratory at temperature  
ranges from +75° Celsius to -40° Celsius. 
Structural movement is not an issue as the 
slab tiles are not grouted.



Assembling Adjustable Pedestals

The robust pedestals / supports are manufactured from injection moulded polypropylene 
and can tolerate loads of 400kg per unit. They are also have a very large tolerance to  
temperature change and will not crack in freezing temperatures. The baseplates are  
manufactured with diagonal arms spreading out across the face of them, ensuring that the 
weight is spread to the maximum possible area and does not concentrate on the core.

1. The large baseplate holds the stem and nut fixing in the central collar. Slot the headpiece 
into the square indent pressed into the stem (the height of the pedestal is shown on the 
inside of the indent) to create the pedestal unit.

2. Place the four complete pedestal units in position and lay the slab tile on top of the head 
piece. With the slab in situ, use your fingers to twist the nut fixing on the stem up and down 
to adjust the height. There is no need to constantly remove and replace the slab.

3. If height adjustment becomes very tight, installers can use a special tool to help twist the 
nut fixing on the stem.
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Positioning On Large Format Slabs

1. Before beginning to set out the  
Adjustable Pedestals, dry lay your slab tiles so as to  
ensure that you have the correct number of 
tiles and to work out any cuts that may be  
required.

2. Starting from one edge of the area to be 
tiled, dry lay a line of slab tiles ensuring that 
the edge is straight.

3. The pedestal headpieces are designed 
with four positioning lugs set out in a cross  
formation. Position the corners of four  
separate slabs onto each headpiece and then 
ensure they are butted up to the lugs to give a 
straight, uniform paving line.

4. Once laid down, us a spirit level to ensure 
the consecutive slab tiles form a continuous 
even surface. The height can be adjusted by 
twisting the on the stem of the pedestal unit up 
and down until the desired height is reached.

5. Repeat this process until your surface area is 
completely covered and the 2.2mm gap forms 
a straight line between the rows of tiles on all 
sides.
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Paving To The Edge

Paving directly up to the wall and around corners is easy thanks to the 150mm diameter 
baseplate. 

Base plates with a smaller diameter are available which means when the area is paved tight 
up against the wall or parapet the slabs are not left overhanging the headpiece. This means 
less risk of the slab at the edge moving, providing greater stability. 

By either breaking off two of the positioning lugs or purchasing special two lugged  
headpieces, users can place two edges (rather than four) of the paving slab onto the  
headpiece and then butt the slabs right up to the wall or edge. 

The two slabs up against the wall are sufficiently supported and the weight is still being 
drawn down through the centre of the baseplate and onto the deck in a consistent manner. 
This creates a neat finish and adequately supports the slabs. 
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Trimming Adjustable Pedestal Baseplates

The base plates are manufactured with a series of guidelines, in case users wish to trim 
them. This may be required when paving up to the wall or around existing pipework or 
details. 

1. Locate the lines marked ‘Trim’ on the baseplate.

2. Use an electric or handsaw to cut the bases back to the trim line, making the baseplate 
smaller.

3. Please take care not to cut the baseplates any further than the level of the trim line as this 
will affect the stability of the pedestal.
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